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Check out the Web
Glensheen Digital Archives found here:
UMD d-Commons    http://d-commons.d.umn.edu:8180/jspui/handle/10792/1
Glensheen’s New Web Page revealed:    Favorite Museums:
info@glensheen.org     www.glensheen.org   Tweed Museum of Art
        The Frick Collection      http://www.frick.org/
Various organizations we watch:    Texas Tech Museum
American Association of Museums     http://aam-us.org
Minitex Preservation Forum      www.atyourlibrary.org/passiton. 
UMD Library Connection newsletter       http://www.d.umn.edu/lib/newsletter/2012/spring-2012.htm
Heritage Preservation       http://www.heritagepreservation.org/HHI/Luce.html
http://www.imls.gov/about/letsmove.aspx
http://www.imls.gov/assets/1/AssetManager/April%202012.pdf.
Glensheen Staff
Interim Director (8780)
 Arden Weaver
Business Manager (8924)
 Amanda Kasperson
Grounds Crew (8913)
 Roger Johnson, Gardener
Housekeeping (8915)
 Andy Kauppinen
 Jeff Watczak
 Laurie Sackette
Marketing and Development (8921)
 Lori Melton, Manager
Museum Shop (8919 or 6139)
 Barbara Boo, Manager
Office Manager (8922)
 Christina Johnson
Private Events (8932)
 Regina Christensen, Manager
Security (8917)
 Mattson and Weaver
Sponsored Events & 
 Volunteer Recuiter, (8925)
 Beth Peterson, Manager
Ticket House (8912)
 Carolyn Ringsred, Senior   
 ticket seller
Tours and Volunteers (8918)
 Bree Mattson, Manager
Campus Police (911)
 (always call 911)
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Chester Congdon came west to tap the potential he saw in the rolling, sun-drenched hills of the Yakima Valley. 
He believed so much in the richness of this land, he built his dream home from it -- stone-by-stone, with lo-
cally quarried basalt. To our customers, it is a symbol of distinctive products and a way of doing business that is 
respected throughout the industry.
        Our Secret Ingredient is 10,000 Years Old
Chester Congdon had a hunch about the land of the Yakima Valley, and he was right. It is one of the most fertile 
places in the world, thanks to sandy soil enriched by millenia of volcanic activity. Ash and rock deposited from 
nearby Mount St. Helens and Mount Rainier have created layer upon layer of nutrient-dense soil that drains 
well -- perfect for apple, pear, and cherry trees. With an average of 290 sunny days a year in the valley, plus cold, 
clear winter nights, the conditions overhead are equally favorable for producing luscious, satisfying fruit that 
could come from nowhere else.        “Imagination as Fertile as the Soil”
This Year’s Harvest Actually 
Started in 1895.
That was the year our founder, 
Chester Congdon, completed the 
canal delivering water from the 
Naches River to a parcel of land 
known as Wide Hollow. There he 
planted the beginnings of the or-
chards that still bear his name.
Winter in the orchards
Congdon Camera Collection exhibited on 3rd floor.
New Camera Exhibit on 
3rd floor, seen on the 
expanded tour.  Be sure 
to point this exhibit out 
along with the dark room. 
These new technologies 
were embraced by the 
Congdons, developing 
their own black and white 
photos as well as send-
ing off their 16mm movie 
film to be developed out 
of Chicago and Rochester.
This summer and fall have been so busy that it has been months since I have said hello! 
Although the early summer flood seems to have scared some away from Duluth, we still had 
a fantastic season here at Glensheen. This is due, in part, to the hard work and love of Glen-
sheen shown by our great team of staff and volunteers, for which I am very thankful.
I also want to thank all of you who helped decorate 
for Christmas this year. Not only does the house 
look beautiful and festive, but the decorating was 
done so efficiently this year that the usual 
headaches were avoided and it put us all in the 
holiday mood! 
To celebrate the season and to thank you all for 
your hard work, I want to invite you all to our 
Staff and Volunteer Appreciation Party on Sunday, 
December 16th at 5:00 pm in the Recreation Room. 
Please bring a dish to share as it is a potluck! 
Bree Mattson
Tour Manager
Glensheen, 
The Historic Congdon Estate
3300 London Rd.
Duluth, MN 55804
Phone (218) 726- 8918
bbmattso@d.umn.edu
A Tour Manager’s Message
Congdon
Family Birthdays for Sept thru Dec
Walter Bannister Congdon
11/5/1882 - 10/20/1949
Chester Adgate Congdon II
12/6/1915 - 10/14/1954
Mary Mecracken Congdon
(Mary Van Evera)
10/10/1921
Thomas Edward Congdon
9/13/1926
Robert Congdon
9/4/1898 - 6/12/1967
Clara Congdon sitting at her desk, no doubt keeping track of her children’s birthdays. 
Cir. 1940’s
Welcome Beth Peterson
Special Events & Volunteer Recuiter
After working in the non-profit sector for 2 ½ years,   I’m excited to be 
back at UMD and a member of the  dynamic and creative Glensheen team.  
Dedicated to Glensheen’s preservation and the Congdon family history, 
while providing interesting, entertaining and  festive programming,  staff  
invite new and returning guests to Explore.  Experience. Be Inspired. Hear 
the Story.  And what a location! For this beachcomber and cultural history 
enthusiast, the mansion, rugged Lake Superior shoreline and seven acres of 
formal gardens, working vegetable gardens and natural history Glensheen 
is the perfect place to be “home away from home.”  If you are interested 
inlearning more about Sponsored Events like the Halloween Spooktacular,
Festival of Fine Art or Dolly and Me Teas, how to share your talents and get 
involved or have a suggestion or idea, call.  I look forward to meeting you.
Beth Peterson
Sponsored Event Manager and Volunteer Recruiter
Glensheen
3300 London Road
Duluth, MN 55804
bpeters1@d.umn.edu
218-726-8925
Ideas, suggestions and partnerships are always welcome,  
 contact: bepeters1@d.umn.edu
What could be warmer than a pair of hand knit wool mittens,  a shoreline fire with  embers per-
fect for  marshmallow roasting or  a 49 degree day in Duluth….in December? 
The welcome, enthusiasm and helpfulness I’ve received from colleagues, student staff, volunteers and guests 
I’ve had the great pleasure to meet and work with as Glensheen’s new Sponsored Event Manager and Volunteer 
Recruiter.  Hi and Happy Holidays. My name is Beth Peterson, UMD graduate, almost lifelong Duluthian, com-
munity volunteer and mom to canines Echo and Barkley.  In my free time, I enjoy silent sports, theater, classic 
movies,  NPR, locally handcrafted art festivals,  home / garden projects, learning new things and exploring 
roads less travelled.  For almost 25 years, I had the privilege to work with the dedicated, highly skilled and 
multi-talented professional, student and volunteer staff of the Outdoor Program where “the Real Classroom is 
Outside…get into it.” 
Holiday Tea for Dolly and Me
Saturdays, December 8 and December 15
2 – 4 p.m.
$23.50
This special event epitomizes adorable. Children are the focus as we invite them, a grown up or two, and 
their special doll to Glensheen for a tea and tour just in time for the holidays.
 This just may be the best 
way to get into the holiday 
spirit: visit Glensheen. The 
historic Congdon estate, will 
host three special events dur-
ing the 2012 holiday season. 
Here are the details:
Holiday Tours
Saturdays and Sundays, No-
vember 24 through January 
20
The first tour starts at 10 a.m. 
and the last tour starts at 3 
p.m.
$5 - $26
Glensheen’s celebrated holi-
day decorations are going to 
be even more extraordinary 
this year, as the estate’s team 
is taking “deck the halls” to 
a whole new level. Standard 
and expanded house tours 
available.
Myth
or
F A C T
George Wyness grew poinsettias in the Glensheen greenhouses that Chester and Clara 
(and later Elisabeth) would give away as Christmas gifts to family, friends and business associates.
Dave Roper, a grandson of James Roper, a houseman at Glensheen, remembers helping to deliver over 150 
poinsettias all around Duluth! As with other times of the year, the Congdons were very giving during the 
Christmas season and enjoyed giving this unique, Glensheen grown gift. 
Fact!
 This just may be the best way to 
get into the holiday spirit: visit 
Glensheen. The historic Cong-
don estate, will host three special 
events during the 2012 holiday 
season. Here are the details:
Holiday Tours
Saturdays and Sundays, November 
24 through January 20
The first tour starts at 10 a.m. and 
the last tour starts at 3 p.m.
$5 - $26
Glensheen’s celebrated holiday 
decorations are going to be even 
more extraordinary this year, as 
the estate’s team is taking “deck the 
halls” to a whole new level. Stan-
dard and expanded house tours 
available.
Holiday Brunches
Saturdays and Sundays, December 8 and 9, December 15 and 16
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
$15.95 - $31.95
The event starts with a tour of the Congdons’ 39-room mansion, which is completely decked out for
the holidays. After the tour, guests enjoy a delicious buffet in Glensheen’s charming winter garden.
Next month we will hear about Jim Litsheim, 
and his efforts to save Glensheen.
Chicago’s World Fair of 1893
The Congdon’s attended the The Columbia Exposition on July of 1893.
The Exposition opened on May 1, 1893.  During the six months it was open, more than 21,000,000 people vis-
ited the fair.  Our vary own volunteer,   Denise Nord <dkaynord@gmail.com>,  will begin transcribing the next 
Congdon diary that has been scanned and placed on the d-Commons, UMD Library by Shixing Wen.
Congdon diary, 1893 is now available on d-Commons. Here is a direct link: 
http://d-commons.d.umn.edu:8180/jspui/handle/10792/363
Tuesday, July 11,1893
 “Arrived in Evanston...”
Wednesday, July 12, 1893
“We went to the fair.  The two Marys, 
mother C and I.  The children made a 
fuss about my going but  Aunt Caroline. 
said they were good during the day.  We 
took the C.Columbus at Chicago.  De-
lightful side.  Beautiful buildings - good 
lunch, all tried returning.  Gone from 
8:30 till nearly 7P.M.  San Viking.”
More trascription later.
TENT 
Weddings 
next to 
Lake Superior 
on the beautiful 
Glensheen grounds
Glensheen Events  Reserve   Classic Elegance…..
A unique event space full of a rich and vibrant history, this opulent mansion is well suited for your special 
gatherings.  This is the perfect time of year to experience the magic of Glensheen.  From holiday teas to office 
gatherings, non-profit or private, Glensheen has a strong reputation for excellence-combined with its premium 
lakeshore location and partnered with full service quality caterers. Contact us when you or someone you may 
know will be planning your next event!  Reggie will be happy to assist you with all the details. 
 Special rates apply for friends of Glensheen! 
Private Events 
Coordinator - 
Reggie Christensen
rchrist1@d.umn.edu 
218-726-8932



270 volunteers made Glensheen’s 
2012 Jack O’ Lantern Spooktacu-
lar possible. The carvers included 
many UMD groups, including 
the Bulldog Soccer team. We sure 
appreciate the community’s help 
creating the 950 Jack O’ Lanterns 
that stared in the Spooktacu-
lar! Save the date for next year’s 
event: October 24 - October 27, 
2013.
Laura Ness, with family and 
friends help us carve pumkins.
UMD Womens Soccer team scores big 
at Spooktacular once again, thanks!
Our Glensheen Living Literature Series 
continues to draw big audiences to the Mansion.  We enthusiastically look forward to next 
year’s dramatic selection. 
Above, actor/director Rob Larson 
and below, actor, John Schmidt
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